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top of a hill, and from it I could see a few straggling
houses at a short distance.    I had with me two or three
•
men, who proposed to put up a booth for the night
Unhappily for my comfort, a thunderstorm came on with
heavy rain, and the booth was no protection. I was
taken to a house a short way off, but on entering it the
smell from the animals occupying it with their owners
was so strong that it drove me out I preferred to face
the storm to bearing the effluvia of that highland abode,
I was told of a little unoccupied grass-shed a mile down
the hill I found the grass so thick and well tied that the
rain did not get through, and the entrance was on the lee
side. Into this I crept, and slept soundly till the morning,
for I was very tired with the long walk of the day.
The new sanitary orders have no doubt done good,
but it is difficult to secure compliance with them, though
fines are imposed on persons convicted of disobedience.
If there had been a reward for informers I could have
more than once won it by telling what I had seen.
A very pleasant break during our life at Ranee Khet
was a yearly visit paid to Nynee Tal, about thirty miles
distant, which had become the seat of Government for
the North-West for half the year, and a place of great
resort from the plains during the hot and wet months,
It has many advantages as a Sanitarium. It is within
sixteen miles of the Bhabhur, and has an elevation of
from 6,300 to 8,000 feet above the level of the sea*
There is a small, beautiful mountain lake, from one end
of which one looks down on the plains over the inter-
vening hills; while at the other end, beyond a piece of
uneven ground, rises a lofty mountain. There are rather
steep hills on either side, but hills with a gradient which
admits of houses being built on them. Though so near

